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European Union legislation in Nature

Conservation and CEPA – an introduction



EU legislation and CEPA

Introduction to EU directives on protection of 
habitats and birds – legislative 
approximation as one of the obligations of 
the Comprehensive and Enhanced 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)

• a bit of history

• current situation in Europe

• CEPA and its concrete requirements in 
Armenia



How it all started…

8 May 1945 – end of World War II in 
Europe

18 April 1951 – European Coal and 
Steel Community

…to ensure cooperation, peace and 
prosperity across the continent…
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There is no prosperity without functioning ecosystems

1979 the Birds Directive

1992 the Habitats Directive

…to create a network of protected
areas called Natura 2000…



Natura 2000

Stretching over 18% of the EU’s land area 
and more than 8% of its marine territory, 
Natura 2000 is the largest coordinated 
network of protected areas in the world. It 
safeguards the most valuable and 
threatened species and habitats of Europe. 

It aims to protect the 253 most threatened
habitats, 181 bird species, 200 other animal 
species and 434 plant species. 



Eastern
Partnership

Bringing the
countries of
Eastern Europe
and Southern
Caucasus closer
to the EU



CEPA

“Comprehensive and Enhanced 
Partnership Agreement”

A partnership agreement between 
the European Union and Armenia, 
which advances the bilateral 
relations to a new, partnership level 
and regulates cooperation in political 
and economic sectors, while 
enhancing trade relations.

Ratified by all parties on January
25, 2022.

In force since May 1, 2021.



CEPA and the Birds Directive

• Adoption of national legislation and designation 
of competent authority/ies

• Assessment of bird species requiring special 
conservation measures and regularly occurring 
migratory species

• Identification and designation of special 
protection areas for bird species

• Establishment of special conservation 
measures to protect regularly occurring 
migratory species 

within 4 years



CEPA and the Birds Directive

• Establishment of a general 
system of protection for all 
wild bird species of which 
the hunted species are a 
special subset and 
prohibition of certain types 
of capture/killing

within 5 years



CEPA and the Habitats Directive

• Adoption of national legislation and designation of 
competent authority/ies

• Preparation of inventory of sites, designation of 
these sites and establish priorities for their 
management (including completion of the inventory 
of potential Emerald sites and establishment of 
protection and management measures for these 
sites) already commitment arising from the Bern 
Convention!

• Establishment of measures required for the 
conservation of such sites, including co-financing

within 6 years



CEPA and the Habitats Directive

• Establishment of a system to monitor conservation 
status of habitats and species

• Establishment of a strict species protection regime 
for species listed in Annex IV as relevant for the 
Republic of Armenia

within 7 years

• Establishment of a mechanism to promote 
education and general information to the public

within 6 years



NATURE IS OUR COMMON HERITAGE 

AND THE FUTURE

Thank you for your attention! 


